




 

There has been no communication as to how an endorsement for cosmetic surgery will interact 
with the commitment by the Health Ministers’ Council commitment to protect the title of ‘surgeon’.  
 
There has been no visibility of the process the Australian Medical Council is undertaking to 
determine how a practitioner could be endorsed to practice cosmetic surgery, noting the existence 
of AMC-accredited training by the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.  
 
And finally, there has been no visibility as to what standard will need to be achieved for 
endorsement.  
 
Will it be experience based?  has possibly performed more liposuction procedures 
than any other doctor in Australia, but the  showed significant breaches in 
patient safety, reckless conduct, and substandard medical care.  
 
Will it be qualification based? We already have AMC-accredited training schemes that teach 
cosmetic surgery, so why do we need to provide a bypass system of endorsement for Colleges that 
have not been able to achieve accreditation? 
 
Will it be based on Continuing Professional Development? The AMC-accredited Colleges provide a 
robust system of CPD already, and this would need to be weakened to accommodate non 
specialist practitioners performing cosmetic surgery. 
 
Will it be based on international qualifications? The Competent Authority Pathway can already be 
exploited by overseas doctors who want to practice Cosmetic Surgery in Australia bypassing all the 
professional and regulatory requirements such as AMC accredited training, qualifying surgical 
exams and AHPRA registration as a Surgeon. 
 
Will the public understand endorsement? Unlikely. Given the significant inroads in educating the 
community on the need to engage a specialist when undertaking cosmetic surgery, creating a new 
area of practice endorsement that essentially gives medical practitioners without surgical training a 
license to operate, would be a grave error. An endorsement would be a license for practitioners to 
promote themselves as approved by AHPRA to perform invasive surgery.  
 
There has been no visibility of the actual process that will need to be followed to achieve 
endorsement and as this consultation notes, there aren’t any approved qualifications yet. This 
consultation process is asking stakeholders to comment on an approved qualification that has not 
been defined. Rather than working in the interests of patients, it appears to be a bureaucratic 
mechanism to create a new medical specialty that bypasses normal processes and scrutiny.  
 
We also note that organisations like the Australasian College of Cosmetic Surgery and Medicine 
(ACCSM) have consistently misled the regulators and the general public by stating that there is no 
accredited training for ‘cosmetic surgery’ as part of the FRACS (Plast) fellowship. This statement is 
simply not true.  
 
FRACS (Plast) training includes an additional 8-12 years of specialist surgical training beyond a 
medical degree. Throughout this training, Specialist Plastic Surgeons are required to complete 
anywhere between 300 to 600 operations a year under supervision. As part of this rigorous training 
program, Specialist Plastic Surgeons also learn how to manage unexpected events during and 
after surgery. 
 
FRACS (Plast) should be the benchmark for Cosmetic Surgery Accreditation in Australia. This 
standard would ensure practitioners have received world-class levels of accredited training through 
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, including access to continued professional 
development, access to hospital facilities, risk mitigation and post-operative care, the ethical use of 
advertising, access to a network of experts, and accountability and regulation. 
 





 

government health departments and the economy. In short, this endorsement model will rob the 
Australian consumer of the right to safe cosmetic surgery. 
 

 

 

 

 









 

ASAPS also recommends regulations around incentivising ratings and testimonials by patients on 
third party sites (e.g. 10% discount on surgery if a review is posted on rateMD), or incentivising 
introducing a 'friend' or 'relative' for surgery (or use of 'discount codes').  
 
We also recommend greater clarification on the use of testimonials for cosmetic procedures on 
social media, including the use of temporary mediums such as Instagram stories (which disappear 
after 24 hours), posting of thank you cards contents, reposting of testimonials (not just photos) from 
patients.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 





Delegates 
CPD

Delegates 
Educated

Appendix 2022
1 44th Annual ASAPS Conference 19 141
2 MAFAC 13 40
3 Non-Surgical Symposium 17 818
4 Anatomy for Injectors Workshop 7 72

ASAPS Journal Club Virtual - Breast Augmentation 1 54
ASAPS Journal Club Virtual - Body Contouring 1 50
ASAPS Journal Club Virtual -  Breast implant capsule pathology and management 1 46

59 1221

Appendix 2021
5 43rd Annual ASAPS Conference Virtual 18 104

ASAPS Journal Club Virtual - Facelift & Extended Transconjunctival Lower Eyelid
Blepharoplasty

1 66

19 170

Appendix 2020
6 2020 ASAPS Aesthetic Breast Course The Virtual Edition 7 121
7 2.0 Non-Surgical Symposium Virtual 20 85

27 206

Appendix 2019
8 ISAPS Symposium 6 28
9 42nd Annual ASAPS Conference 17 200

10 MAFAC 17 26
11 Non-Surgical Symposium 18 653
12 ASAPS Anatomical Dissection and Cosmetic Procedures Workshop 7 79

65 986

Appendix 2018
13 Breast Masters Symposium 20 148
14 ISAPS Symposium 7 39
15 ASAPS & NZAPS Combined Conference 18 171
16 ASAPS Anatomical Dissecting & Injecting Workshop 8 71
17 Non-Surgical Symposium 17 607
18 MAFAC 34

70 1070

Appendix 2017
19 ISAPS Symposium 6 35
20 40th Annual ASAPS Conference 17 225
21 MAFAC 16 32
22 ASAPS Anatomical Dissecting & Live Injecting Workshop 6 76
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23 Non-Surgical Symposium 17 605
62 973

Appendix 2016
24 Anatomical Dissecting & Live Injecting Workshop 7 78
25 Non-Surgical Symposium 18 450
26 ISAPS Symposium 6 38
27 39th Annual ASAPS Conference 16 181
28 MAFAC 16 33

63 780

Appendix 2015
29 Anatomy and Live Injecting Workshop 7 82
30 Non-Surgical Symposium 20 484
31 Allergan Academy Workshop 4 15
32 ISAPS Symposium 7 69
33 38th Annual ASAPS Conference 21 201
34 Photography Masterclass 3 28
35 MAFAC 16 31

78 910

443 6316
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